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status of Bosnia and Herzegovina and deprived Serbia of
legal grounds and hopes that the fait accompli would be
overturned; it satisfied the Entente demand that no change
in a treaty is valid unless formally recognized by all who
signed it; and, finally, by omitting any reference to a Con-
ference, which might still meet to consider other Balkan
questions which had been raised, it avoided humiliating
Kussia by a direct rejection of the Conference idea which
Izvolski had been steadily demanding for months. It let
Izvolski easily out of the embarrassing blind alley into
which he had strayed. Izvolski appreciated the proposal
and was inclined to accept it.59 He "recognized the con-
ciliatory spirit . * . of this effort of Germany to bring about
a relaxation of the tension." eo But he st.il! hesitated to
give a definite answer, as he continued to cling to the hope
of a Conference and the avoidance of another diplomatic
defeat. His inclination to accept the German proposal,
however, was stimulated by the fact that a Russian Minis-
terial Council on March 17 decided that Russia was totally
unprepared to support Serbia by force of arms, and also
by a hint from Aehrenthal that Austria might publish the
documents relating to the Buchlau bargain and thus prove
the untruthf ulness of the assertions which Izvolski had been
spreading everywhere about the origin of the Bosnian affair.
Izvolski instantly begged Billow to dissuade Aehrenthal
from any such publication, and Germany accordingly did
so, suggesting to Austria that it was better to keep this
trump in one's hand as long as possible.61
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